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SGI Europe welcomes the European Commission’s initiative on a Zero Pollution action plan and its objectives 

to prevent, remedy, monitor and report on pollution. SGI Europe particularly welcomes the aim to tackle the 

pollution on the water, soil and air scale in a holistic approach to avoid and reduce pollution at the 

source, taking into account the precautionary and polluter pays principle.    

A prerequisite for systematic protection of the environment and water resources is the coherence of 

European legal acts. In order to strengthen the good status of the environment, especially water and soil, it 

is essential that measures in other sectors are also geared towards the corresponding environmental 

protection goals. SGI Europe is therefore highly stressing the planned interlinking of the different EU 

environmental policy fields. This is the only way to make a sustainable and systematic contribution to 

improve their quality.  

 

As providers of general interest, we have recalled the importance of all environmental aspects of climate 

protection within the framework of the EU Green Deal. The decrease in water quality and availability is a 

problematic consequence of climate change and its dreadful effects and the toxication issue intensify 

each year. Additionally, the pharmaceutical residues pose a growing challenge to surface water and 

groundwater quality. Their impact on water and human health is expected to increase with an ageing 

European population and will be intensified by lower river flows due to climate change. SGI Europe is 

intensively reviewing and following this growing problem and expressed it in SGI Europe’s additional remarks 

and roadmap response to the Pharmaceutical Strategy and asks the European Commission to find balancing 

synergies with the new Pharmaceutical Strategy ensuring necessary preventative measures will be 

applied.   

 

In this regard, SGI Europe would like to highlight the following recommendations:  

 

• Overall, SGI Europe asks that all existing and future EU Green Deal initiatives that contribute to the 

zero emissions target must be measured against the target of reduction at the source first. This means 

to take into account the challenges of climate change, air and soil pollution, micropollutants, 

pharmaceuticals, persistent substances (such as PFAS) and other emerging pollutants, by 

reducing pollution at source and consequently implementing the precautionary and polluter 

pays principle and ensure it becomes part of the solution to reach the set goals of the EU Green 

Deal. 

 

• In coherence with the EU Green Deal’s objectives, SGI Europe calls for a strong link and 

harmonisation with EU water policy such as the Water Framework Directive and its daughter 

directives, the Drinking Water Directive as well as with REACH is needed for a holistic approach. 

Additionally, the action plan should address the reduction of Substances of potential Very High 

Concern (SVHCs) in an intercompartmental approach within an integrating framework at EU 

level to avoid shifting one environment compartment to another. 

 

• In regard to the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED), SGI Europe asks the Commission for a 

faster process to adapt the BREFs for industries and align the revision of the IED to the Zero 

Pollution ambition to reduce more efficiently emissions. 

 

https://www.ceep.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/20water08_CEEP_Additional_Remarks_Pharmaceutical_Public_Consultation_20200915-2.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12421-Pharmaceutical-Strategy-Timely-patient-access-to-affordable-medicines/F535963


 
 

 

 

• SGI Europe also calls for building synergies with the evaluation of the Urban Waste-Water 

Treatment Directive (UWWTD) (see SGI Europe’s input here) and the Sludge Directive (see SGI 

Europe’s input here) for a coherent policy framework under the new Zero Pollution and the EU Green 

Deal. The aim for a targeted reduction of trace substances in water bodies should always refer to the 

quality and management objectives pursued for the entire river area. The precautionary and polluter-

pays principle at source must have priority over other reduction measures. 

 

• Pollution measures have to go in hand with the full implementation of the polluter pays principle. The 

introduction of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes should be used to implement 

this principle. Such schemes have already been introduced in other Union legislation, such as the 

Single Plastics Use Directive (EU) 2019/904). 

 

• As SGI Europe’s has expressed in its response to the Pharmaceutical Strategy, SGI Europe asks to 

come up with a green pharmacy and green manufactory strategy that follows the objectives of 

this Zero Pollution plan Additionally, SGI Europe asks for more awareness raising for the general 

public, medical personnel and pharmacists and enforce provisions for take-back schemes for unused 

medicines.   

 

• In the context of the transport sector: SGI Europe underlines that digital solutions offer many 

important possibilities to reduce pollution, e.g. by allowing a more efficient route planning, better 

matching of electric vehicles and charging points relating to charging performance and intelligent load 

management for the improvement of charging processes. When it comes to the general public, digital 

solutions such as mobile application for travelling and commuting that encourage a modal shift from 

using a private motorised vehicle to using non-motorised mobility (walking cycling), local public 

transport and railways also help reducing pollution.  

 

• SGI Europe therefore recommends that pollution should be one of the aspects tackled under the 

upcoming Sustainable Urban Mobility Package. Local authorities need to be further encouraged 

and enabled to steer mobility towards the most sustainable options, i.e. to increase the modal shift of 

walking, cycling and public transport. This will help reduce air pollution as well as noise and accidents.  

 

• For the waste management: SGI Europe stresses that improving the digital development in the 

waste sector will increase the circular economy effect, reduce pollution, reuse material more 

efficiently. Digitalisation and Circular Economy go hand in hand.  

 

• Lastly, SGI Europe asks to lessen the dependence on harmful pesticides and herbicides, 

specifically glyphosate and neonicotinoids in the agricultural sector in general.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12405-Water-pollution-EU-rules-on-urban-wastewater-treatment-update-/F550101
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12328-Evaluation-of-the-Sewage-Sludge-Directive-86-278-EEC-/F544551

